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Peoria Notre Dame Praises Beatification Announcement of Famous Alum

Peoria, IL – On the heels of the announcement that former Rochester Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen will soon be beatified by the Roman Catholic Church, Peoria Notre Dame High School is praising the elevation of their most famous alum. Bishop Sheen attended Spalding Institute, a predecessor school of Peoria Notre Dame, and graduated as the valedictorian of his class in 1913. 

“When you look at our 162-year history of outstanding education and extracurriculars, it’s not difficult to understand how or why we have so many talented, famous, and successful graduates. But Venerable Fulton Sheen is certainly our most distinguished alum bringing many souls to the faith and spreading the good news of Jesus Christ to the masses through the power of media,” said Tara Shane, Alumni Relations Director for Peoria Notre Dame. “The entire PND community is jubilant over this announcement that one of our very own will be beatified and is one step closer to being declared a saint.”

This morning, Bishop Lou Tylka announced the Holy See has declared the process for the canonization of Sheen may proceed, and preparations for his beatification will soon be shared through celebratesheen.com. Peoria Notre Dame’s chaplain, Fr. Daniel Dionesotes, said the beatification of an alum is highly significant to the students who follow in Sheen’s footsteps and look to his life as an example of how to obtain their own sainthood.

"The announcement of the beatification of Fulton Sheen is a great cause for celebration here at PND,” said Fr. Dionesotes. “To think that a saint was in the making during Fulton Sheen's time at Spalding Institute gives us all hope that in the seemingly ordinary moments of life, like being a high school student, God's extraordinary grace is still at work. In the hallway outside of my office, there is a Fulton Sheen quote that aptly summarizes what is being proclaimed today: ‘To do God's will until death, that is the inner heart of all holiness.’ We give thanks to God for the holy life of Fulton Sheen, and we pray that our Catholic schools will continue to form our youth of today into the great saints of tomorrow."
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